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This paper discusses the coverage of COVID-19 and Jewish Ultra-Orthodox
communities’ reaction to it, in the Japanese media. Japanese news companies
generally tell facts objectively and rather indifferently. This study finds that the media
tended to prioritize religious views and judgements over scientific knowledge
provided by the state, and to express only mere surprise at the Ultra-Orthodox attitude.
A sort of puzzlement was observed in descriptions of the situation of Orthodox Jews
continuous gatherings to perform their religious rites. This trend in media reporting
seems to reflect the difficulty Japanese people encounter in imagining the continuation
of congregational religious rituals amid the Pandemic. On the other hand, some
newspaper articles interpreted the reasons for these actions of non-compliance with
the state order of keeping social distancing as could be due to the lack of modern
education in Ultra-Orthodox schools, as well as a result of the religious prohibition of
the use of ICT. This paper also observes the term “Ultra-Orthodox” and the image it

conveys that these people are one of the representative groups in Judaism.
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